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An important part of the vision of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) is to ensure that the benefits of development and economic integration 
are equitably shared by all member states and their citizens. ASEAN’s work 
therefore aims to narrow the development gap between ASEAN member states 
(Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam) and between sub-regions within 
ASEAN, particularly between ASEAN’s newer Member States CLMV and the 
ASEAN-6. 
  
Written by a team of internationally recognised experts in development 
economics, this book communicates the latest findings on narrowing the 
development gap in a practical, policy-relevant way, in a format that can 
influence decision makers within ASEAN member states and international donors. It offers a better 
understanding of development gaps, as they exist in 2012, and provides important context that can 
inform the strategic needs of decision makers in the ASEAN region.   
 
Due to improvements in conceptualising and measuring well-being, including through the use of 
multidimensional indicators, this book gives policy makers and scholars in development economics, 
development policy and Asian studies well-grounded insights into the nature of the development gaps 
within and between ASEAN countries as well as high-level policy advice on those interventions that can 
contribute to a narrowing of the development gap. 
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